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21| WOMEN HAVE A RIGHT TO 

COMPLAIN, BUT DO FEMINISTS 

ABUSE THE PRIVILEGE? 

 
I personally think we developed language because of our deep need to 
complain. 
Lily Tomlin (1939- ) American actress, comedienne, writer and producer 

 

There’s an interesting difference between how we regard men 

who are prone to complaining, and women who are. Men who 

are prone to complaining are figures of fun; even if we restrict 

ourselves to BBC television series we have Basil Fawlty in 

Fawlty Towers, Victor Meldrew in One Foot in the Grave, Albert 

Steptoe in Steptoe and Son, and numerous well-known men on 

Grumpy Old Men. There have been glum female characters in 

television series, but few whose misery carried as much comic 

potential.  

I’ve known a number of long-married couples where one of 

the spouses is an Olympic-standard complainer. Where that 

person is the husband the wife generally ignores him, perhaps 

nodding occasionally and muttering, ‘Yes, you’re right, dear’, to 

keep the peace. But where the complainer is a woman, you’ll 

find a haunted-looking husband. You only have to look at the 

husband of militant feminist Harriet Harman, fellow Labour 

politician Jack Dromey. Even by Leftie standards he looks 

glum. They married in 1982, so they’ve probably shared over 

10,000 breakfasts by now. The man deserves a medal. 
Somehow the doe-eyed Harriet makes her way into almost all 

my books, including The Marriage Delusion: the fraud of the rings? 

She was a senior figure in the dire Labour administrations the 

United Kingdom suffered over 1997-2010. The possibility of a 

fourth Labour general election victory in succession in 2010 
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was such a depressing prospect that, had it happened, I 

planned to emigrate to France and pay my taxes to the French 

government rather than the British one. I also planned to write 

a book on the matter, Harriet Harman Drove Me To France.  

 

[Update: the Labour party lost power at the 2010 election, after 

which a Conservative / Liberal Democrat coalition emerged.]   

 

 
 


